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Community approves 
emergency operating levy

BY  HANNAH HORSINGTON 

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

      Lakewood voters approved the 

Emergency Operating Levy on Nov. 7. 

      The passing of the levy means that 

Lakewood High School will be able to 

continue to offer many of its existing 

programs, such as Advanced 

Placement classes, and pursue projects 

such as new study and office spaces. 

      LHS Principal Stacey Stein said the 

levy “helps us to continue to move 

forward.”  

      The levy passed with a 53 percent 

approval rating. 

       This levy provides the district with 

many benefits. According to the 

Lakewood School District website,  

"First, it allows the district and 

community to continue to benefit 

 from the Rollback program offered 

by the state. Second, the district 

would be able to move forward with 

plans for a bond issue for the new 

elementary school.” 

    The bond issue for the new 

elementary school will be placed on 

another levy to be voted on in May 

2018.  

School 
board gets 
three new 
members

    The current residents of the 

Lakewood Local School District 

voted on Nov.  7 for the three open 

seats for new members of the 

school board. 

      Tara Houdeshell, Jonathan 

Lynch and Bill Pollard took the 

three available seats.  The 2017 state champion softball team was recognized at the Oct. 20 varsity  football game.
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   One teacher at Lakewood High 

School has always been interested in 

art and uses this as motivation to 

teach young students many art skills 

and techniques. 

      Jacob Schimberg is an influential 

teacher to students, mostly to young 

artists. Schimberg said he teaches a 

variety of art classes including 

painting, ceramics and sculpture, and 

added, “We are looking to add a 

photography class within the next year 

or two.” 

      When asked if he taught subjects 

besides art, Schimberg said that he 

teaches another subject: “I teach life.”  

      Schimberg's interest in art played a 

big role in his decision to become an 

art  teacher. 

      "It’s a Wonderful Life" was presented at Lakewood 

High School Nov. 17 and 18. 

      Director Martha Fickle said she chose the play because 

she believes it is a great  fit for all the actors, it was large 

enough for the entire cast to be a part of and has an 

uplifting moral, which she said is perfect for how close it 

was to Thanksgiving. 

      The moral of this story is to be thankful for what you 

have in life and don't let unimportant things make you 

lose sight of that. 

      "The overall goal for the cast is to learn something 

from the play and grow in character/leadership along with 

the cast growing in their acting skills," Fickle said. 

      The quote for the play is “No man is a failure who has  

      friends.” 

Fickle explained what she believes the quote mean. “It is 

saying that we need to remember family and friends are most 

important," she said. "That sometimes we lose sight of that 

and we need to always remember that they are the most

important things." 

      She said she hopes everyone who watches the play or the 

movie takes something away from it.  

      He has taught for 17 years, with 14 of  

these at Lakewood. He started his career 

teaching at Akron Public Schools. 

      Schimberg attended Kent State 

University for his bachelor’s degree  

and Nova Southeastern University for 

his master’s degree. He originally went 

to college for a different major. 

      “I originally went to college for 

nursing, but it did not work out,” he 

said. 

      Schimberg then went back to 

college to be an art teacher because 

he always loved art. 

      LHS is glad that he made this 

decision. 
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BY  TYLER GALL 

REPORTER

BY  SKYLEE MCKEE 

REPORTER

The art of the art teacher

LHS presents 'It's a 
Wonderful Life'

Photo  by Josey Pyle

Photo  by Skylee McKee

Jacob Schimberg is in his 14th year as an art teacher at LHS.

The cast of LHS's production of "It's a Wonderful Life."



younger, my “friend” forced themself 

on me. I was only 10 years of age, and 

my 11-year-old companion whom I 

looked up to pushed me to the 

ground and attempted to rape me. 

     It’s rather interesting how one 

moment someone can be your closest 

friend, and the next moment, that 

person can turn out to be your most 

haunting nightmare. 

      This hashtag has been lingering  
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 somewhere on the internet for quite 

some time now. It’s only rising to 

fame now because of the accusations

against Harvey Weinstein and others. 

    Sexual harassment should never 

feel normal and should never be 

considered a joke or a moment to 

mock. I see people look at this 

hashtag, and just scroll past. Make 

yourself heard. 

  

      #Metoo is the hashtag women and 

men across the world are using to 

express their somber experiences 

with verbal and physical sexual 

assault or harassment. 

      According to the Rape, Abuse & 

Incest National Network, an American 

is sexually assaulted every 98 

seconds. Of women who have been 

raped, 94% of them suffer from 

symptoms of post-traumatic stress 

disorder. When a person catcalls, 

that’s considered sexual 

harassment.   

     Not only women are affected by 

this appalling infraction. One out of 

every 10 rape victims is male. Young 

women are especially at risk, 

however. 

      Like me. Many men have used me 

for their own personal pleasure. 

      One memory in particular still 

haunts me to this day. When I was  

The writer's name has been 

withheld due to the sensitive nature of 

this piece.  
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#Metoo unites victims, raises awareness

#METOO

THE SHIELD Have a story 

idea for 

THE SHIELD?

Do you know a student who should 

be featured for doing something 

unique? Is your club or 

organization putting on an event 

or fundraiser? Are you doing a 

project in a class that you think 

should be featured? 

We want to hear from you! 

Send your story ideas to 

jcastle@laca.org



     Would you stand for something you 

don't agree with? This may sound a 

bit outlandish to some, but really 

when individuals like Colin 

Kaepernick kneel during 

the National Anthem, it's showing his 

disagreement with the issues in our 

country. 

     Many athletes are refusing to stand 

for the country's National Anthem 

due to their feelings on America’s 

issues. This is not a problem we 

should be so threatened by, but we 

should look at these figures as 

Americans with the right to express 

certain feelings about our country. 

     Many see this action as disrespect 

to our fallen and serving soldiers. 

I guarantee more than half of these 

athletes would express that this is not a 

shot to our soldiers who sacrifice their 

lives for our freedoms. This is simply 

taking a knee to show their 

disagreements. 

      Our country created the Constitution 

so that we know our rights and express 

them. Nowhere does it say you cannot sit 

during the National Anthem. We are a 

country that gets so easily divided over 

issues, especially issues over race. 

      It is no secret that there have 

been problems with law

enforcement in our country. Noted 

in history are many racial profiling 

cases. Yes, we can have firearms, 

but the color of your skin may affect 

the outcome of having one used on 

you. 

      Basically, we pick and choose 

what’s important to us as a country. 

We stand behind other countries 

and  states when humanitarian 

rights are threatened,  but when 

one of our fellow brothers takes a 

knee to show they aren’t pleased 

with our issues, we become divided. 

      There are so many times we hear 

others complain about the 

president, government and laws, 

but they never show the 

disapproval in a peaceful way or 

speak up. 

      In my opinion, Kaepernick was 

the role model and face for athletes 

who kept quiet about issues all 

these years. He’s no different than

the people who protest in

Washington. Even if he was, how 

can kneeling threaten our country? 

      Soldiers kneel for their fallen 

comrades who they've lost in battle, 

so why should Colin Kaepernick's

kneeling be any different from that? 

Question: How do you feel about the

NFL players kneeling during the

National Anthem?  

“I think it’s disrespectful because I think

it’s your duty as a U.S. citizen to stand

and show respect for soldiers laying

their life on the line.”  

           -Italia Chiappetta 

“I think it’s their right, but I believe they

should represent it in a different way

because it’s disrespectful to our

country.”  

           -Jacob Maynard 

“I feel like everyone should respect the

flag, and there are plenty of other ways

to show support for societal issues.”  

           -Mrs. Stein 

Three Voices
Question: Have you heard of #metoo?

 If so, what does it mean to you and

how do you feel about it?  

“I think it’s a very good thing that this

allows men and women to tell their

story. They are trying to show that it

can happen to anyone.” 

         -Anna Baker 

“I believe it needs awareness but not

everyone’s opinion.” 

        -Lawson Tittle 

“I would say it is a logical platform to

raise awareness but opinions can take

over and arguments can cloud the real

intentions.” 

         -Mr. Schimberg 
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Kneeling for respect, reflection
BY  DAVID HUNT 

REPORTER

Compiled by JJ Dyer and Skylee McKee



     Lakewood High School’s 5000m 

record holder, David Drushal, ran at 

the State Cross Country meet Nov. 1 at 

the National Trails Raceway. He 

placed 28th out of 180 with a time of 

16:39. Drushal’s fastest 5000m race is 

16.01, which he ran at the 2016 Licking 

County League meet. 

     Drushal said his success stemmed 

from “listening to coach and running 

every day of the week.” 

      Drushal said he owes a lot of his 

accomplishments to his coach, Dan 

Sekerak. When describing Sekerak, 

Drushal said, "Hands down the best 

coach you could possibly ever have. 

He is unique, funny, legendary and 

strange (but in a good way)." 

      When asked how it felt when he 

crossed the line of his first Regional 

meet in 2015, knowing that he had 

just qualified for states, he said, "After 

the death and suffering, it was really 

exciting. It was amazing  that my 

Drushal said, “It depends, in all 

honesty.” 

     If he decides to attend Tiffin 

University or Heidelberg University, he 

will most likely run cross country. If he 

attends Ohio State or Ohio University, 

he plans to run in his free time for fun. 

He would like to study music education 

in college as he is also an active

school/4-H trombone player.  

 team came out to support me.” 

      Drushal runs a half marathon on “long 

run” days. He said that long runs are “very 

mentally challenging.” They are also 

“lonely and strange,” however, “once you 

get started, you can’t stop.” 

     Drushal joined the Lakewood Middle 

School cross country team in 2012 

because his entire family had run. He 

soon learned that his favorite kind of run 

is a summer run because they are later in 

the day. He thinks that the biggest factor 

in his time improvement has been his 

difficult training as well as cross country 

camps. 

     "The amount of times I’ve gotten lost 

on long runs is insane," Drushal said.

"One time I had to have coach Sekerak 

drive me back because I got lost." 

      Drushal's running career doesn’t end 

with cross country. He also holds the 

3200m record in track and field, which is 

his favorite race because people look at 

him like he’s insane, he said. He hopes to 

make it to state this year for the 3200m.   

      When asked about future plans,
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Drushal makes state

Boys basketball team has high hopes for season

BY JENNA CHORPENNING 

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Photo  by Bruce Harper 

BY JAMES WATERS 

SPORTS EDITOR

      Despite a down season last year, 

expectations are high for the 

Lakewood boys basketball team this 

season under new head coach Pat 

Dimmick. 

      “I think this season will go very 

well," said senior Michael Crist. "We 

have a lot of players back who work 

very well together." 

      Junior Ricky Brink added, “We 

have the potential to have a great 

season. We have shooters,  

rebounders and playmakers, so we 

just need to find the right combination 

to put on the court.”  

      With only one senior on the team 

this season, there will be a very large 

role for underclassmen to play this 

season. Juniors Brink, Zaven 

Boland and Jacob Coffey, and 

sophomores Cody Jarvis and Connor 

Vierstra all expect to have big varsity 

roles.                    

      “Everyone has a role to play,” Crist 

said. 

      Having a new coach for your senior 

year can be rough sometimes, but  

Crist said he welcomes the change. 

“He is a great coach and an 

exceptional role model for all of the  

players,” he said. 

      When asked about goals for this 

year, it is clear the bar is set very high 

this year for the boys. 

      “I’d like the team to be over .500 

and win at least two tournament 

games,” Crist said.          

      This certainly seems very feasible, 

as they undoubtedly have the talent 

in place to win lots of games this year. 

      “I know we don’t seem like much, 

but don’t count us out yet,” Brink said 

David Drushal at the State Cross Country meet 
Nov. 1. 



      As what is the case for many 

Lakewood teams this year, the Lady 

Lancers basketball team will have a 

new coach this season in Eric 

Hershberg. 

     “Having coached with many 

excellent coaches, and at a variety of 

levels, I feel ready to step in and build 

our girls basketball program into 

something special," Hershberg 

said. "The previous coaching staff did 

a great job with this program, and I 

hope to continue that tradition. If we 

stay healthy, the sky's the limit for this 

group." 

      While the team has lost a stellar 

senior class from last year, there is a 

lot of talent returning. Megan Davis,  

Sydney Houdeshell, Amara Cummins 

and Mickayla Malone all played 

significant varsity roles last season.   

        "It may take some adjusting, but I 

think we are going to be a good team," 

Malone said. 

       For this season, a big focus for the 

girls will be a district championship. 

The past two years they have fallen in 

the championship to Eastmoor and 

Bishop Hartley, respectfully. 

      "(My goals this season are to) get to 

districts and win our league," Malone 

said. 

      Megan David added, "Winning 

districts is definitely a big goal of ours. 

We have come just short these past few 

years, and it would be great to win it 

senior year." 

       While there are several varsity 

players returning this year, two 

underclassmen will also have big varsity 

roles. Bella Findlay and Madison Linn, 

both sophomores, will get lots of 

playing time. Findlay was a substitute 

last year as  a freshman, and Linn is a 

transfer from Granville Christian. 

       While winning is obviously the 

ultimate goal, the team enjoys playing 

together.  

      "We have an amazing group of girls 

 that are a part of the team this year 

and no matter what the outcome it 

will be a fantastic year," Davis said. 

      Hershberg  is also looking forward 

to the season. "These girls are 

competitors, and they understand the 

game," he said. "I consider it my 

challenge to make sure they are 

prepared for the challenges we will 

face this season."

      Lakewood has hired nine new 

varsity coaches for the 2017-2018 

school year. 

      Although coaching different 

sports, the new coaches have similar 

ideas for what they want to see in 

their athletes and teams. 

      Jason Lee took over this year as 

the new varsity football coach. He 

said he has three major concepts: 

 team unity, discipline and attitude. 

     "[Football is] more than X’s and 

 O’s," Lee said. "It’s an opportunity  

for young men to establish skills 

needed later in life." 

       He said as a coach he wants to 

provide opportunity for the student- 

athletes to develop life-long learning 

skills, such as self-discipline, self- 

confidence, character, and mental and 

physical toughness. 

      Brittany Baker, the new varsity girls 

soccer coach, said she wants to 

develop her athletes both on and off 

the field. 

      "I want my players to be good

overall people, to be ethical people 

and to be academically successful," 

she said.       

      Jon Griffith was recently hired

as the new varsity softball coach 

and has high hopes for the team. 

      “I want my players to have 

confidence in themselves, and be 

leaders on the field and out in the 

community,” he said.  “I want 

them to have a great appreciation 

of the past,  and a desire to do 

everything they can to achieve 

greatness in the future.” 

      Cheerleading, volleyball, girls 

golf, boys basketball, girls 

basketball and bowling also have 

new coaches.  
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Girls basketball team sets goals for season 

Nine new coaches lead LHS varsity sports

BY JAMES WATERS 

SPORTS EDITOR

Photo  courtesy of Lakewood Yearbook

Senior Megan Davis

BY  MADDIE CASTLE &  CHLOE DAVIS 

REPORTERS



      Custodian Rodney Clark lives by 

the advice he often gives to students: 

“Treat others how you want to be 

treated.”   

      Clark grew up in a small town 26 

miles north of Hebron called 

Fallsburg with a sister who is now a 

second grade teacher at Lakewood. In 

2008, he began working at Lakewood 

as a substitute and is now the 

custodian. Yet that's not all he does 

at this school. Clark could be 

described as a man with many hats 

and someone who doesn't take his 

job for granted. 

      In his nearly 10 years at Lakewood, 

Clark has always been lending a hand. 

He goes beyond just helping around 

school. 

      Clark is also someone students 

have learned to trust and can talk to 

about their problems. He has been 

what many would call a mentor or a 

guide to a number of students over 

the years. He has given students the 

opportunity to work for him and get 

the idea of what an actual job is like. 

As time goes on, the students begin to 

look to Clark for advice and to help 

them figure out problems they are 

having.   

      Clark said “The only thing you 

really can do for a person is try.” He 

said the best thing you can do for a 

person is also one of the smallest, but 

it means more to them than anything. 

 Clark has never asked for anything in 

return for his kindness. He said that 

all he would like is simple gratitude 

for the things he does.  
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Mr. Clark takes care of school, students
BY  SKYLEE MCKEE 

REPORTER

Dear ME: LHS newspaper advice column

Dear ME, 

I have a crush and I texted him on 

Snapchat again and again. I did not 

know that he has had some stress 

and my messages made him 

annoyed. He blocked me on 

Snapchat. I don't know what should 

I tell him so that he will unblock me 

on Snapchat. Can you please help 

me? 

Sincerely, 

Confused friend 

Dear Confused friend, 

I can relate to what is going on with 

you on a personal level. Your crush is 

probably just wanting space so that  

      Need help on something in your life? We 

would love to hear from you! Visit 

the guidance pages for your graduating 

class in Google Classroom to submit a 

question. All questions will be anonymous.  

Dear Bullied Student, 

I have taken your question into great 

consideration. My advice is to you is 

to remember that you know the truth 

about what they are saying about 

you. And remember that you aren't 

alone. People who are spreading 

rumors about you don't deserve to be 

in your life. Keep your head up and 

don't fuel the fire by getting worked 

up about it: The more you show you 

are worried about what they are 

saying, the more people are going to 

think it’s true. Show the bullies that 

they can’t hurt you and mess with 

you; it will drive them insane and they 

will get bored. Show them that you 

are not scared of them. If the bullies 

keep doing what they are doing, talk 

to an adult here at the school.  

he can think about what is going on 

and what to do. Since he blocked you, 

give him some space and time, but in a 

couple of days try talking to him in 

person. Your caring attitude could have 

been overwhelming. If your crush does 

not unblock you and does not talk to 

you, then it is time to move on. You 

deserve better than someone who is 

going to ignore your compassion. Put

that effort and time into someone who 

will appreciate you and your actions.   

Dear ME, 

People are spreading rumors about 

me that aren't true. I am being 

bullied at school and on social 

media. I want it to stop, but I don't 

know what to do. Please help. 

Sincerely,  

Bullied Student 

Photo  by Kaylie Avery 

LHS Custodian Rod Clark works to maintain 
school and teach students to be good citizens.



      Three physics assignments. A page 

of math homework each night. A 

paper to write in English, due in two 

days and you haven’t even started. 

Two tests in government even though 

you couldn't quite tell someone what 

the tests are over. Plus trying balance 

sports, work, band and what feels like 

the weight of the entire world. 

That’s just one week of high school. 

There are 36 weeks in one school 

year. And you are here for four years. 

That’s 144 weeks of STRESS! 

      Coping with stress is one aspect of 

high school that most students can 

relate to. Knowing the most effective 

ways to cope with stress will help you 

make it through your four years in 

high school.   

    According to a study done done by

researchers at New York University,

“Nearly half (49%) of all students

reported feeling a great deal of stress

on a daily basis and 31 percent

reported feeling somewhat stressed.” 

      Stress can be caused by just about

anything, but it’s different for

everyone. The best thing you can do

for yourself is to identify your

stressors so you can prevent stress

before it gets out of control. 

      Valerie Kieffer, LHS guidance

counselor, said stress for high school

students is most commonly caused by

social media and procrastination.  

      Kieffer suggested one way to help

increase focus when doing school

work is to eliminate all distractions,

such as cell phones.

Do your work as soon as you can: Putting off homework and projects 

just so you can watch one more episode never helps. If you get on top 

of your work you’ll have more time in the end. 
1 

Prep for tomorrow: Rushing around in the morning can cause stress. 

Help yourself a little and pick out what you’re going to wear to school 

the night before.

2 
Invest in a good planner: This is super important if you are involved in 

extracurricular activities. Writing down all homework assignments you 

receive and after-school activities will help you stay organized so you 

don’t get overwhelmed. 

3

Find your “thing”: Everyone needs an escape. Find something you love 

doing and just do it. Some people run, others paint. Whatever it is, just 

take some time for yourself and enjoy. 

4

Give yourself a break: You are one person. You are trying your hardest. 

You will graduate. 5
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How to cope with stress

Tips to prevent & eliminate stress

BY MALLORY JANICKI 

REPORTER

Ingredients: 

1 apple, peeled, cored, cut into 8 (½- 

inch) slices 

3 tablespoons butter, melted 

1 can (8 oz) Pillsbury™ refrigerated 

crescent dinner rolls 

⅓ cup of packed brown sugar 

1 teaspoon apple pie spice 

Directions: 

Heat oven to 375°F. Line cookie sheet 

with cooking parchment paper, or 

grease cookie sheet. Set aside. 

In small bowl, toss apple slices in 1 

tablespoon of the melted butter; set 

aside. Separate dough into 8 

triangles. 

In small bowl, mix brown sugar and 

apple pie spice. Divide mixture evenly 

among triangles. Top each triangle 

with apple slice. Starting at short side 

of each triangle, wrap dough around 

apple. Place on cookie sheet. Brush 

with remaining 2 tablespoons melted 

butter. 

Bake 10 to 12 minutes or until 

crescents are deep golden brown and 

apples are softened. Cool 5 minutes 

before serving. 

Comfort Recipe: 
Apple Pie Crescents

BY  BRAY WILSON 

LIFESTYLE EDITOR

Photo  courtesy of Pillsbury 

From: Pillsbury.com


